
COVID Symptom Chart

Major symptoms (1 or more)

Cough (new/unusual)
Trouble breathing

Shortness of Breath
Loss of taste
Loss of smell

Minor Symptoms (2 or more)

Fever of 100.4 or higher
Chills

Sore throat
Fatigue

Headache
Congestion

Vomiting/nausea
Diarrhea

Aches



MCCS COVID-19 FAQ

Q. Is there a document that I can reference to help me know the signs and symptoms of COVID?

A. Yes, please review the first page of this document.

Q. My child has symptoms of COVID, must he/she stay home?

A. If your child has one minor symptom, no, unless that symptom is fever of 100.4 or more
A. If your child has two minor symptoms, yes.
A. If your child has one major symptom, yes.

Q. What guidelines are you using for school closure?

A. In August the PA Department of Health (DoH) provided recommendations to schools for
operation during the 21-22 school year. Included in this guidance was the potential for a DOH
recommended suspension of in-person learning (up to 14 days) should 5% of students/staff test
positive during a 14 day window.

A. The guidance further states that “schools may consider short-term closures if time is needed to
determine/monitor close contacts or if staffing shortages or student quarantines become
disruptive to in-person learning.”

-Specifically related to our closure on Thursday and Friday September 9 and 10, the school
decided that a shorter closure would likely help the school maintain adequate staffing levels and
avoid reaching the 5% threshold. Positivity rates at MCCS peaked (09/13/21) below the 5%
threshold and are now lower.

Q. Is there a certain amount of positive tests/class that determines the closure?

A. 5% Active cases in a 14 day window would be 35 cases. The school has a base number of
students/staff/personnel of 701.

B. Reaching the 5% threshold does not automatically mean that MCCS will shut down for 14 days.
The school’s Trustee Board will review and evaluate if a shutdown is necessary.

Q. Is there a certain amount of positive tests per building that determines the closure?

A. Nearly all Mount Calvary’s students regularly travel between buildings. Even our youngest
students have interaction with High School Teacher Interns.  As a result, we view the entirety of
the school as one building. That said, if active cases were isolated to one building, we would
evaluate a one building closure option.

Q. Where can I find the numbers of positive tests that the school is reporting?

A. The school did not utilize a dashboard during the 2020-2021 school year. We have, however,
developed a dashboard for 2021-2022. It will be located at the beginning of this document.The
dashboard will be updated weekly starting this Friday. The positivity rate is reviewed daily by
school administrators and the school nurse.

Q. Are you tracking both symptomatic and asymptomatic cases?

A. Any confirmed case of COVID is tracked as an active case for 14 days.



Q. Does your positive case count include quarantined children?

A. No.

Q. What communication is sent when there is a positive case in the school?

A. The school is sending two communications
a. the affected grade level
b. close contacts
c. the school-wide email used last year is being replaced by the dashboard that is updated

weekly on Friday

Q. Is there a document to help me understand the school’s quarantine procedures?

A. The school’s quarantine procedures are located on the last page of this document.

Q. My child had a COVID diagnosis in the past. Does he/she have to quarantine if exposed?

A. For 90 days after a positive COVID diagnosis, students do not need to quarantine if exposed. All
documentation of both positive and negative COVID test results during the school year should
be submitted to the school nurse.

Q. Does the Intermediate Unit (IU) require masks to be worn when our students are with their
employees?

A. Yes. This is the same as last year. We are actively working with the IU to determine ways to
provide services to students who have mask exemptions.



MCCS has adopted the following procedures regarding quarantine
Latest Revision (January 2022)

COVID Quarantine - Positive COVID cases must quarantine from school for at least 5 days from
the onset of symptoms (Onset of symptoms = Day 0). The COVID+ individual may only return to
school when his/her symptoms are resolving after the quarantine. MCCS recommends the use of
a face covering for five additional days after the student’s return. Students whose symptoms are
not resolving by the end of the quarantine should consult with the nurse prior to returning. All
cases of COVID should still be reported to the school nurse.

COVID Procedure Update

Beginning at the return to school in the New Year (1/4), students will not be excluded from school
based solely on another family member’s COVID diagnosis. MCCS still recommends families to
have students tested for COVID when a family member tests positive. Students with a positive
family member should be withheld from attending school if they exhibit COVID symptoms.
Contact tracing for positive cases within the school population remains in place. We continue to
work with families and individual health situations in classrooms to limit potential exposure.


